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After three-day trek, Wisconsin crews join recovery
 Traveling highways lined with 
utility vehicles as far as the eye could 
see, Wisconsin electric co-op line 
workers began arriving late Wednes-
day night in their assigned Florida 
service area and started work Thurs-
day morning on Clay Electric Coopera-
tive’s monumental rebuilding task.
 The 18 Wisconsin cooperatives 
involved in the initial Hurricane 
Irma relief deployment dispatched 51 
people and more than 40 vehicles to 
Florida on Monday. A second round of 
about two dozen volunteers had been 
recruited in anticipation of a lengthy 
rebuilding effort. Thursday morning, 
the role of workers from outside the 
storm area appeared to become more 
fluid as a discussion among state-
wide mutual assistance coordinators 
turned to shifting crews then in South 
Carolina and northern Georgia to areas 
with heavier damage in Florida and 
southern Georgia.  
 The Thursday morning confer-
ence call revealed that Clay Electric 
was receiving help from some 120 
line workers. Its outages had already 
been reduced from an estimated high 
of more than 140,000 to about 60,000 
members, but rebuilding efforts were 
still expected to take from one to two 
weeks. 
 Cooperatives farther south in 

Florida reported what may have been 
even greater devastation, with one 
expecting a full two weeks to resolve 
all outages and a local co-op employee 
reportedly saying the damage was 
“worse than Wilma,” until this past 
weekend, the last major hurricane to 

strike Florida, in 2005. 
 Though Hurricane Irma fell some-
what short of the media narrative 
both before and after the fact (it was 
a category 4 at landfall and ranked as 
the seventh-strongest U.S. hurricane 

Wisconsin co-op volunteers gathered 

Monday at Rock Electric Cooperative in 

Janesville to form a convoy for the trip 

to storm-ravaged Florida. Seen here, 

signs identifying the vehicles as part 

of a coordinated hurricane relief effort 

were applied as a simple but important 

expedient in dealing with regulatory red 

tape when passing through multiple juris-

dictions, and a last-minute briefing wraps 
up before the trucks roll. For the most 

up-to-date information, follow Wisconsin 

Energy Cooperative News on Facebook.

Clean Power Plan revisions coming soon
 The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) said 

last week it has turned over its proposed revision of the 

“Clean Power Plan” to the Office of Management and 
Budget, the final step in the federal rulemaking process 
before publication of a new rule in the Federal Register.

 Publication opens a public comment period that 

could trigger further modification of the plan which, in its 
Obama administration original form, required more than 

30 percent reduction of carbon dioxide emissions from 

U.S. electricity generation by 2030. Enforcement of the 

rule was stayed by the Supreme Court in February last 

year, and the EPA’s current review is taking place under 

a March 2017 executive order from President Trump.

 Last Thursday The Hill reported that the EPA “is 

widely expected to formally order the rule off the books 

at the end of its review.”

 That outcome, however, appeared far less likely 

than an amended rule adjusting compliance deadlines or 

emission reduction quotas, or making allowances for the 

anticipated remaining useful life of existing power plants.

 As Oklahoma attorney general, current EPA Admin-

istrator Scott Pruitt was a participant in litigation challeng-

ing the Obama rule, arguing that the agency exceeded 

its Clean Air Act authority by requiring state regulatory 

actions “outside the fence” of clearly regulated power 

plants in order to achieve mandated emission cuts.
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 With states legislating subsidies 
to keep nuclear plants operating and 
merchant generators suing to overturn 
the laws, federal regulators say they’ll 
consider altering wholesale electric-
ity market rules to better recognize 
the role of baseload—essentially coal 
and nuclear—generation facilities in 
maintaining grid reliability, according 
to the acting chairman of the Fed-
eral Energy Regulatory Commission 
(FERC).  
 In testimony prepared for a Tues-
day congressional hearing, FERC 
Chairman Neil Chatterjee wrote that 
when the continued operation of base-
load generators comes into question 
because of economic factors, they may 

Regulators pondering changes to power market 

in records dating to 1850, according 
to Colorado State University scholar 
Philip Klotzbach), it packed ample 
force to knock out three-fourths of Clay 
Electric’s distribution system.  
 Electric cooperatives from 23 
states were rendering assistance this 
week in Florida, Georgia, and South 
Carolina. Wisconsin co-ops partici-
pating in the initial deployment 
include Adams-Columbia, Barron, 
Bayfield, Central Wisconsin, and 
Clark Electric Cooperatives, Dairy-
land Power, Dunn and Eau Claire 
Energy Cooperatives, Oakdale and 
Oconto Electric Cooperatives, Pierce 
Pepin Cooperative Services, Price 
and Richland Electric Cooperatives, 
Riverland, Rock, and Scenic Rivers 
Energy Cooperatives, and Taylor and 
Vernon Electric Cooperatives.
 In Thursday’s conference call, a 
participant from one of the afflicted 
states earnestly thanked those sending 
help and an unidentified voice with 
a strong southern accent replied, “It’s 
better to give than receive.”

Irma recoveryAnother nuclear retreat…
 Virginia-based Dominion Energy disclosed last Wednesday it is sus-

pending development of an additional reactor at its existing North Anna 

nuclear plant, a project that received a construction and operating license 

from the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) this spring.

 Dominion’s revelation followed by less than a week an announcement 

from North Carolina-based Duke Energy that it was pulling out of nuclear 

projects in Florida and South Carolina, and continued a drumbeat of neg-

ative developments for a nuclear industry beset by high up-front construc-

tion costs and low natural gas prices.

 The license issued by the NRC gives Dominion a 20-year window 

to move ahead with development of North Anna 3, but a decision to go 

ahead would presumably hinge on when and whether a new nuclear plant 

would be economically viable. 

 As of Thursday, Dominion’s website still contained the following state-

ment, obviously posted much earlier: “We have not committed to build the 

new unit, but want to maintain the option to do so to meet projected sky-

rocketing demand for electricity in Virginia, and expect to make a decision 

by the end of 2017.” 

 Other Dominion web information served to illustrate some of the chal-

lenges hobbling development of new nuclear facilities, namely the extraor-

dinarily lengthy planning horizons. 

 Dominion noted that the NRC authorized its Office of New Reactors 
to issue an Early Site Permit for North Anna 3 pre-construction activity in 

November 2007, “meaning the NRC has determined that the North Anna 

site is suitable for an additional reactor.” Dominion added that it applied for 

the permit in 2003. 

Feds predict energy growth outside developed countries
 Growth of world energy con-
sumption over the coming decades 
will occur mainly in the developing 
world, according to the U.S. Energy 
Information Administration (EIA). 
 Released Thursday, the EIA’s 
International Energy Outlook 2017 
projects worldwide energy use grow-
ing 28 percent between 2015 and 2040. 
“Most of this growth,” the EIA said, 

need to be compensated differently 
than under existing market rules.
 The hearing of the House Energy 
and Commerce Energy Subcommittee 
was cancelled when Hurricane Irma 
scrambled congressional schedules. 
But Chatterjee’s prepared statement 
was set to tell the committee genera-
tors that provide “essential reliability 
services” can be appropriate for dif-
ferent economic treatment than they 
now receive through wholesale power 
markets.   
 Chatterjee acknowledged the 
FERC’s traditional indifference to 
fuel types in carrying out its duty of 
overseeing the bulk power system 

and maintaining “just and reasonable 
wholesale electric rates.”
 But, he said, the agency’s over-
sight responsibility “includes the 
availability of essential reliability 
services, including the sufficiency of 
such services, the types of resources 
providing such services, and the com-
pensation for providing such services, 
when appropriate.”
 Illinois and New York have both 
enacted nuclear-plant subsidies at 
least in part to meet policy goals go-
ing beyond Chatterjee’s reliability 
concerns, to retain nuclear plants as 
sources of large-capacity, emission-
free generation.    

“is expected to come from countries 
that are not in the Organization for 
Economic Cooperation and Develop-
ment (OECD).” 
 Non-OECD Asian nations account 
for more than 60 percent of global 
total increase in energy consumption 
projected from 2015 through 2040, the 
report said.


