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Above: A sight to gladden the 
heart of any Floridian, elements 
of the Wisconsin relief convoy on 
its return trip approach Rock En-
ergy’s Janesville headquarters. 
Above right: Team leader Jack 
Pardy, Oconto Electric’s line su-
perintendent, presents magnetic 
truck-door signs autographed 
by the entire relief contingent to 
WECA’s Wendy Fassbind and 
Dairyland Power Cooperative’s 
Garry Christopherson, recogniz-
ing their work on the home front 
keeping ahead of the convoy’s 
logistical needs. Right: Glad to 
be back, line workers enjoy a 
moment of well-earned relaxation 
before pressing on toward home.

A job well—and promptly—done
 Glad to be back, tired co-op work-
ers who helped restore power for 
members of Florida’s Clay Electric 
Cooperative gathered Wednesday at 
Rock Energy Cooperative’s Janesville 
headquarters on arrival in Wisconsin 
safe and sound.  
 The welcome was as brief as it 
was happy: The 51 volunteers from 
18 Wisconsin cooperatives [listed in 
last Friday’s Condenser] were eager to 
finish their trips home with minimal 
delay. 
 The return became possible earlier 
than first expected. Cooperatives in 23 

states dispatched some 5,000 workers 
to areas damaged by Hurricane Irma in 
South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida. 
Damage was less widespread as the 
storm tracked northwest, and crews 
assigned to those areas redeployed to 
Florida where more intense destruc-
tion occurred. 
 Working 16-hour days beginning 
last Thursday, the Wisconsin crews 
finished restoring power to all mem-
bers in their assigned portion of Clay 
Electric’s 14-county service area by 5 
p.m. Sunday. The return trip to Wis-
consin began early Monday morning. 

 Using data from the Florida Divi-
sion of Emergency Management and 
NOAA’s National Hurricane Center, 

A special thank-you…
…to Rock Energy Cooperative 
for assisting with the assembly 
and return of Hurricane Irma relief 
convoys and providing lunches 
and hospitality for the crews par-
ticipating in this stellar example of 
cooperation among cooperatives. 
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the U.S. Energy Information Admin-
istration (EIA) said Wednesday Irma’s 
winds declined to 50–100 miles per 
hour passing through northern Florida 
Monday morning, September 11, at 
about the same time the Wisconsin 
crews were forming their relief con-
voys.
 But the weakening storm—after 
landfalling in the Keys as a category 3 
hurricane—still held enough violence 
to disable an estimated three-fourths of 
the Clay Electric distribution system. 
According to the EIA, as many as 6.7 
million Florida electricity custom-
ers—almost two-thirds of all statewide 
accounts—lost power. When Wiscon-
sin crews began work last Thursday 
morning, about 60,000 Clay Electric 
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Van Sickle Scholarship awarded
 University of Wisconsin Law School student Will Kramer has been 
selected as the 2017 winner of the Federated Youth Foundation’s (FYF) 
Charles Van Sickle Scholarship.
 The $2,000 scholarship—this year marks the second such award—is 
given to a law or pre-law student who has an interest in cooperative law. 
It’s funded through an endowment established in 2013 to honor Wiscon-
sin’s renowned electric cooperative lobbyist and attorney, the late Charles 
Van Sickle.
 Kramer has worked as an investigator with a United States Senate 
oversight committee under the leadership of then-Senator Herb Kohl and 
as a safety and risk management consultant to companies across the 
country, including employment with a mutual insurance company. 
 Kramer and his family have been longtime members and supporters 
of cooperative businesses, and he endorses the seven cooperative prin-
ciples as crucial to building companies that are better managed, better for 
their employees and for their communities.
 “Will demonstrates a deep interest in cooperative business and an 
aptitude to excel as an attorney,” said FYF Executive Director Ethan 
Giebel. “We wish Will the very best as he pursues his law degree 
and look forward to seeing him join the legal community representing 
cooperatives.”

Network Administrator—Adams-
Columbia Electric Cooperative (ACEC) 
seeks applicants for above-named 
position at its Friendship, Wisconsin 
office. Will assist technology director 
administering and supporting personal 
computer and network environments. 
Duties: manage servers, network hard-
ware and equipment, security solutions; 
troubleshooting and support; com-
munications; training and help desk. 
Requires bachelor’s degree in com-
puter science-related field or equivalent 

Wildfire bill gets 
Senate hearing
 “I know utilities are frustrated” 
said Glenn Casamassa, associate 
deputy chief of the U.S. Agriculture 
Department’s National Forest Sys-
tem. Casamassa testified Tuesday as 
the Senate Committee on Energy and 
Natural Resources examined bills 
addressing slow agency approvals 
of vegetation management for utility 
right-of-way on federal lands. 
 Slow approvals were raised by 
Wisconsin co-ops at last spring’s 
National Rural Electric Cooperative 
Association legislative conference. 
Tuesday, General Manager Mark 
Hayden of Montana’s Missoula Elec-
tric Cooperative said his cooperative 
decided to bury six miles of line ex-
pecting approval within six months, 
but “waited 18 months for approval of 
a project that qualified for categorical 
exclusion.” 
 Authorization to remove a single 
tree can take three to six months, 
Hayden told the committee.
 Senators heard testimony on H.R. 
1873, the Electric Reliability and 
Forest Protection Act, and the much 
farther-reaching S. 1460, the Energy 
and Natural Resources Act of 2017.
 The simpler bill has advanced 
farther. H.R. 1873 passed the House 
300-118 in June with all Wisconsin 
members except Reps. Moore and 
Pocan voting in favor. (Speaker Ryan 
did not vote; voting by House Speakers 
is optional unless it would decide the 
issue.)
 In part, H.R. 1873 says vegetation 
in danger of contacting power lines can 
be removed and the owner or operator 
has 24 hours after removal to notify 
the relevant agency. Also, if the agency 
doesn’t allow vegetation management 
to address a hazard, the right-of-way 
holder can’t be held liable for wildfire 
damage or fire suppression. combination of education and experi-

ence; Microsoft SQL experience; valid 
Wisconsin driver’s license. ACEC is 
committed to creating a diverse envi-
ronment and proud to be an equal op-
portunity employer. Competitive wage, 
full benefits. To download application or 
for more information, see http://www.
acecwi.com/Careers. You may also 
pick up an application at the Friendship 
office: 401 E. Lake Street, Friendship, 
WI. Deadline is 4 p.m. Friday, October 
13. EOE M/F/Disability/Veteran

members lacked electricity.
 In a Saturday morning email 
update, Oconto Electric Line Super-
intendent Jack Pardy, leading the 
relief contingent, described the daily 
routine: “We have breakfast at our stag-
ing area then a tailgate for any issues 
or concerns. I remind them priority 
number one is their and crew safety. 
We all came here together, we go home 
together. Head on a swivel, gloves and 
grounds!”
 By Thursday morning this week, 
all but a handful of Clay Electric’s 
170,000 members were receiving ser-
vice, and the Florida State Emergency 
Response Team indicated that 99.7 
percent of all accounts statewide had 
power restored.  


