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On third try, partners agree to keep nuke project alive
 The number of nuclear plants un-
der construction in the United States 
nearly dwindled from one to zero 
this week, before an investor-owned 
utility, a generation and transmission 
cooperative, and two municipal utility 
organizations agreed on cost-control 
measures for overdue and over-budget 
additions to the Alvin W. Vogtle  plant  
in Georgia.
 More than a few industry observ-
ers were ready to declare that expan-
sion of U.S. nuclear generation in its 
present form had come to an end if 
the partners had walked away from 
the project, and the decision of the 
cooperative, Oglethorpe Power Cor-
poration, could have been sufficient 
by itself to make that happen. 
 But after two postponements Mon-
day and Tuesday, co-op directors voted 
late Wednesday to accept cost protec-
tions approved by the other partners 
and allow the addition of two new 
reactors at the existing Vogtle plant 
site to proceed.
 The project is behind schedule by 
five years with four more expected to 

pass before the new units are com-
pleted. The expected cost of about 
$28 billion is $13 billion above initial 
estimates.
 As recently as a month ago, 
Oglethorpe had downplayed the im-
pact of a new round of cost overruns, 
an additional billion dollars disclosed 
by the major partner, Georgia Power. 
The need to adjust its budgeting would 
be “muted,” Oglethorpe said, credit-
ing contingencies built into its overall 
planning for the project.
 But last week the partners were 
preparing for an up-or-down vote on 
whether to continue. The announce-
ment of new cost increases activated 
a provision that the project couldn’t 
go on without a commitment to do 
so from 90 percent of the ownership, 
enabling the cooperative to decide 
singlehandedly whether the Vogtle 
expansion would live or die.      
 Georgia Power, with its 45.7 per-
cent ownership share, was not about 
to walk away and the Municipal 
Electric Authority of Georgia (MEAG 
Power), a 22.7 percent owner, was an 
unlikely “no” vote. But on Monday 
Oglethorpe, a 30 percent owner, cast 
a favorable vote contingent on reach-
ing an agreement that would shield its 

members from further cost overruns. 
(The remaining 1.6 percent ownership 
share is held by the municipal utilities 
of Dalton, Georgia.) 
 Last Friday, the U.S. Department 
of Energy leaned into the picture, re-
minding the partners in writing that it 
would move to recover $5.6 billion in 
federal loans already paid out if they 
fail to finish construction. 
 In exchange for its continued 
support, Oglethorpe proposed to cap 
costs at current estimates, with any 
additional overruns to be absorbed by 
Georgia Power’s parent, the Southern 
Company.  
 Wednesday’s agreement was not 
reached without sharp exchanges in 
a battle of press releases that erupted 
after Oglethorpe’s Monday request to 
extend the decision deadline. 
 “Instead of taking a long-term 
view, Oglethorpe Power is using the 
vote to try to burden others with its 
obligations and extract unreasonable 
concessions,” the three other partners, 
led by Georgia Power, said in a joint 
statement released Monday. 
 Oglethorpe CEO Mike Smith is-
sued a statement saying the Southern 
Company “directly owns and controls 

ROPE crews 
deployed to U.P.
 Line crews from four Wisconsin 
electric cooperatives responded last 
weekend when high winds left thou-
sands of Michigan residents in the dark.
 Crews from Bayfield Electric, Eau 
Claire Energy, Oakdale Electric, and 
Oconto Electric Cooperative turned 
out Saturday to help restore service 
in the six-county service area of Alger 
Delta Cooperative Electric Associa-
tion, spanning the Upper Peninsula 
from Lake Michigan to Lake Superior.
 National Weather Service officials 
said winds whipping across the U.P. 
approached 60 miles per hour last Fri-
day. Authorities closed the Mackinac 
Bridge to high-profile vehicles Friday 
because of winds in excess of 50 miles 
per hour at the bridge surface.

Eau Claire scores journalism three-peat

 The N.F. Leifer Memorial Journalism Award—recognizing overall excel-

lence in the local co-op pages of the monthly Wisconsin Energy Coopera-
tive News—has been won for a third consecutive year by Eau Claire Energy 

Cooperative. 

 The co-op’s local pages are produced by Communications and Public 

Relations Manager Mary Kay Brevig, and the award is her fourth. She first 
won the competition in 2014. Presentation will take place at the Wisconsin 

Electric Cooperative Association’s November annual meeting in La Crosse. 

 Conducted every year by a different, independent communications 

professional, judging is based on a selection of local pages submitted by 

each participating cooperative as representing its best work over the prior 

12 months. The award is named for N.F. “Lefty” Leifer, founding manager of 

then-Vernon County Electric Cooperative and an instrumental figure in the 
1940 creation of the statewide co-op magazine, the first publication of its 
kind in the United States, as the REA News. 
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Director of Administrative Services—

Clark Electric Cooperative, Greenwood, 

Wisconsin, seeks applicants for above-

named position due to upcoming retire-

ment of current Director of Administra-

tive Services. Candidate selected will 

function as part of the management 

team and provide leadership, guidance, 

and direction in all aspects of accounting 

and administrative support services. Du-

ties include but not limited to functioning 

as liaison between NISC (software pro-

vider) and the co-op; maintenance and 

oversight of various financial records in-

cluding consumer, corporate, and cost-

accounting functions; audit preparation; 

supervision of department personnel; 

Southern Nuclear Corporation (SNC), 
which has control of the site and proj-
ect oversight of [the Vogtle expansion]. 
As SNC’s owner, Southern Company 
should be willing to bear further risk 
of SNC’s missed budgets, not our 
members.”
 But backing away from the brink 

Nuke project

New transmission energized
 The American Transmission Company (ATC) announced Wednesday 

it has placed in service two new transmission lines in northeastern Wiscon-

sin, with their northern terminus in the Oconto Electric Cooperative service 

area just outside Oconto Falls.

 The 138-kV and 345-kV lines connect the North Appleton Substation 

in Outagamie County with the Morgan Substation in Oconto County. Both 

substations have been significantly expanded and a new one, Benson 
Lake in neighboring Marinette County, was placed in service last year in 

another phase of ATC’s wider Bay Lake Project to strengthen the grid in 

northeastern Wisconsin and Michigan’s Upper Peninsula.

 ATC Project Manager Cliff Van Den Elzen said the new lines were en-

ergized ahead of schedule and under budget. The Public Service Commis-

sion authorized the project in 2015 at an estimated cost of $327.6 million. 

Final numbers won’t be tallied for several months, ATC said.

International 

contributions noted

 Seven Wisconsin electric coopera-
tives were recognized among benefac-
tors of the National Rural Electric 
Cooperative Association’s (NRECA) 
International Program, during last 
week’s combined Region 5 and 6 meet-
ing in the Twin Cities.
 As identified in the event program, 
contributors in the National Partners 
category ($2,500–$4,999) included 
Pierce Pepin Cooperative Services. 
 Village Partners ($1,000–$2,499) 
from Wisconsin were Bayfield Electric, 
Dunn Energy, Oakdale Electric, and the 
Rural Electric Supply Cooperative. 
 Clark Electric and Jackson Electric 
were recognized in the Community 
Partners category ($500–$999).
 Since 1962, NRECA International 
has provided volunteer personnel, 
machinery and equipment, and cash 
donations that have helped create 
cooperatives and bring electricity to 
more than 126 million people in more 
than 40 developing countries. 

Director credentials listed

 Electric cooperative directors 
earning NRECA education certificates 
during the past year were identified 
during the combined Regions 5 and 
6 meeting last week in Minneapolis. 
As listed in the event program pro-
vided by NRECA, Wisconsin directors 
achieving Credentialed Cooperative 
Director (CCD) status during the 12 
months preceding July 31 include:
 Randall Cook, Barron Electric; 
Kevin Meistad, Chippewa Valley 
Electric; James Hager, Clark Electric; 
Ed Hartung and Dean Stokke, Dunn 
Energy; Joe Metro and Wilfred Owens, 
Polk-Burnett Electric; Gerald Luke, 
Price Electric; Francis Fedie, Riverland 
Energy; and Ole Yttri, Vernon Electric.
 Wisconsin directors listed as earn-
ing the Board Leadership Certificate 
during the same 12-month period 
include Arlyn Helm, Barron Electric; 

RUS and other regulatory compliance. 

Requires minimum 5 years’ relevant 

work experience. Electric cooperative 

work experience and  bachelor’s degree 

in accounting, finance, or business-
related a plus. Clark Electric services 

9,225 accounts in six counties and em-

ploys 28 professionals. For full Position 

Responsibility Guide see www.cecoop.

com, click on employment opportunities 

link under Welcome tab. Submit resumé 

to Tim Stewart, Clark Electric Coopera-

tive, P.O. Box 190, Greenwood, Wiscon-

sin 54437 or email to tstewart@cecoop.

com by October 19, 2018. If email be 

sure to include Director of Administra-

tive Services in subject line.

 

John Petska, Chippewa Valley Electric; 
James Hager, Clark Electric; Judi Ani-
bas, Eau Claire Energy; Myron Brooks, 
Jump River Electric; Ronnie Kruse, 
Oconto Electric; Gerald Drier and 
Ginny Huber, Pierce Pepin Coopera-
tive Services; Clark Schoonover, Rock 
Energy; Donald Schaefer and Chuck 
Simmons, Scenic Rivers Energy; and 
Derrick Oberle, St. Croix Electric. 
 Several dozen Wisconsin directors 
participate in NRECA’s ongoing Direc-
tor Gold program. That list can be seen 
at www.remagazine.coop/directorgold.

of acrimony, the four partners late 
Wednesday issued a joint statement 
saying “While there have been and will 
be challenges throughout this process, 
we remain committed to a construc-
tive relationship with each other and 
are focused on reducing project risk 
and fulfilling our commitment to our 
member-consumers.”
 All four, the statement said, “agreed 
to finalize and execute definitive agree-
ments which helps mitigate financial 
exposure for each of them.” Details 
were not included with the statement.
 Southern Nuclear assumed man-
agement of the already-troubled project 
last summer, following the bankruptcy 
of the original project manager, West-
inghouse Corp. The Vogtle expansion 
is the last remaining active U.S. project 
that proposes to add large, AP 1000 
reactors, following last year’s abandon-
ment of the similarly delayed and cost-
afflicted expansion of the V.C. Summer 
Nuclear Station in South Carolina. 


