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Wisconsin co-ops 
join comments on 
“waters” rule
 The Wisconsin Electric Cooperative 
Association (WECA) filed comments with 
the Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) Tuesday, asking the agency to for-
malize a return to the pre-2015 status quo 
for its definition of “waters of the United 
States” (WOTUS).
 For Clean Water Act enforcement pur-
poses, those conditions apply today, but 
only because the U.S. Sixth Circuit Court of 
Appeals in October 2015 issued a nation-
wide stay of a new rule vastly expanding 
the reach of the EPA and Army Corps of 
Engineers in regulating activity on intermit-
tent streams and even areas that are nearly 
always dry as waters of the United States.  
 This week’s WECA comments charac-
terized the 2015 WOTUS rule as “not cost-
effective” and in other respects, “beyond 
the Agencies’ statutory authority, inconsis-
tent with Supreme Court precedent, and 
contrary to the goals of the Clean Water Act 
(CWA),” including the goal to “recognize, 
preserve, and protect the primary respon-
sibilities and rights of States to prevent, 
reduce, and eliminate pollution.”
 The comments added that the 2015 
rule “invites inconsistent interpretation 
and removes accountability from enforce-
ment with its loose application of terms 
such as ‘adjacent,’ ‘floodplain,’ ‘ordinary 
high water mark,’ and ‘significant nexus,’ 
raising significant constitutional concerns 
about the appropriate scope of federal 
authority.”
 In July, the EPA and the Corps began a 
new rulemaking to revise the WOTUS rule 
they proposed jointly in March 2014. In 
December 2015, the Government Account-
ability Office concluded the EPA violated 
federal lobbying law by rigging public com-
ments and orchestrating social media to 
create the illusion of public enthusiasm for 
the rule without disclosing agency involve-
ment in the manipulation. Agriculture and 
utility organizations and a majority of the 
states sued to block the rule in July 2015.  

Richland Electric Cooperative CEO and General Manager Shannon Clark 
was honored last Wednesday with a regional service award at the combined 
Region V and VI National Rural Electric Cooperative Association meet-
ing in Minneapolis. The award recognizes Clark’s promotion of economic 
growth and community development in the Richland Electric service area. 
Here, he’s joined by his wife, Tammy, and (standing, l–r) Richland Electric 
Directors Donald Huffman, Timothy Tiller, and Board President Calvin Se-
branek. Below right: At last Thursday’s ACRE Breakfast, Wisconsin Electric 
Cooperative Association President and CEO Steve Freese said he and 
Wisconsin’s national ACRE director Larry Becker planned to be the first 
from the state to join the ACRE Leadership Circle with contributions of at 
least $1,000 and that they would seek three additional participants at that 
level. Below left: In the Wednesday election for the District V director seat 
on the National Rural Utilities Cooperative Finance Corporation board—won 
by incumbent Dean Tesch of Taylor Electric—Oconto Electric Cooperative 
Vice Chairman Doug Allen casts his vote as Illinois statewide President 
and CEO Duane Noland—serving here as a ballot clerk—looks on.  
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Education Certificates awarded at Region V and VI meetings
 The National Rural Electric 
Cooperative Association (NRECA) 
announced the names of Wisconsin di-
rectors earning education certificates 
during the past year, at last week’s 
combined NRECA Region V and VI 
meetings in Minneapolis.
 Listed by NRECA as receiving 
the Credentialed Cooperative Direc-
tor (CCD) certificate for educational 
work between August 1, 2016, and July 
31 this year were Candis Homme of 
Chippewa Valley Electric Cooperative;  
Allen Jicinsky, Charles Lindner, Her-
man Seebandt, and  Marvin Verkuilen 
of Clark Electric Cooperative;  Jerome 
Wagner of Jackson Electric Coop-
erative; Gerald Carow of Jump River 
Electric Cooperative; Martin Potter of 
Oakdale Electric Cooperative; Ronnie 
Kruse of Oconto Electric Cooperative;  
Brian Berg, Brian Bergseng, Gerald 
Drier, and Daniel Reis of Pierce Pepin 
Cooperative Services; Karen Newbury 
of Price Electric Cooperative; David G. 
Ernst of Riverland Energy Coopera-
tive; Brian Hallgren of Taylor Electric 

Cooperative; and Wisconsin Electric 
Cooperative Association President 
and CEO Steve Freese.
  The CCD certificate recognizes 
completion of educational work pro-
viding the foundational knowledge and 
skills required of cooperative directors. 
 Listed as earning the Board Lead-
ership Certificate (BLC) were Karen 
Fahey of Adams-Columbia Electric Co-
operative; Michael Baker and Selmer 
Nelson of Barron Electric Cooperative; 
Allen Jicinsky, Charles Lindner, Her-

International donors recognized
 Eleven Wisconsin electric coop-
eratives were among those recognized 
for their support of the National Rural 
Electric Cooperative Association’s 
(NRECA) International Program dur-
ing the past year. Noted in the program 
of the NRECA Region V and VI com-
bined meeting in the Twin Cities last 
week were Adams-Columbia Electric 
Cooperative and Pierce Pepin Coop-
erative Services in the National Part-
ners category (contributions valued at 
$2,500 to $4,999).
 Contributing at the Village Part-
ners level ($1,000 to $2,499) were 
Barron, Bayfield, and Central Wiscon-
sin Electric Cooperatives, Dairyland 
Power Cooperative, Jackson and Oak-

dale Electric Cooperatives, and Rock 
Energy Cooperative.
 Clark Electric Cooperative and 
Dunn Energy Cooperative were rec-
ognized for contributing at the Com-
munity Partners level ($500 to $999).
 Donations listed in the NRECA 
program took place between July 1, 
2016, and June 30 of this year. Since 
1962 the NRECA International Pro-
gram, operating in conjunction with the 
United States Agency for International 
Development (USAID), has brought 
electricity to more than 120 million 
people in 43 developing countries, 
supported by contributions of money, 
equipment, and U.S. electric coopera-
tive volunteers working overseas.

ACRE Honor Roll reset
 The ACRE (Action Committee for 
Rural Electrification) honor roll of co-
ops participating in the National Rural 
Electric Cooperative Association’s 
(NRECA) political action committee 
was not announced at last week’s 
Region V and VI meetings, owing to 
the ACRE calendar change adopted 
in a special membership meeting this 
summer.
 Voting in an August 23 conference 
call changed ACRE’s membership year 
to coincide with the conventional cal-
endar year instead of the period from 
September 1 through August 31, chosen 
previously to align peak contributions 
more closely with election dates.
 Announcement of the honor roll 
will now take place at the NRECA an-
nual meeting. The next annual meeting 
will be held in Nashville, Tennessee, 
February 25–28, 2018. 

 The Assembly Committee on Financial Institutions held a public hear-
ing Wednesday on legislation revising Wisconsin’s statutory Chapter 185 
to—among other things—permit a co-op’s membership to consider bylaw 
changes allowing an outside director and simplifying the process for co-ops 
to provide consumer loans for members.
     AB-353 would simplify a co-op’s existing authority to make loans to 
members by specifying limited lending to finance qualifying projects involv-
ing wiring safety, energy efficiency, conservation, and backup generation.

     Pierce Pepin Cooperative Services 
CEO Larry Dokkestul (seen at left with AB 
353’s author, State Rep. Gary Tauchen, R-
Bonduel), testified that the loan provisions 
would facilitate a co-op helping a member 
address safety concerns with an exist-
ing electric service by paying a qualified 
electrician of the member’s choosing and 
financing repayment over time.  
     “These loans are intended to provide a 
service to members that is not generally 
being offered due to the considerable regu-
latory requirements,” Dokkestul said in his 
prepared testimony. “While the demand is 
expected to be minimal, the benefit can be 
considerable for those who take advantage 
of the opportunity.”

  

man Seebandt, and Marvin Verkuilen 
of Clark; Andrew Bourget of Eau Claire 
Energy Cooperative; Jane Reich of 
Jump River; Roger Wiff of Pierce Pe-
pin; Charles Brookshaw and Michael 
Morris of Polk-Burnett Electric Coop-
erative; Michael Atkinson of Price; 
David Ernst of Riverland; JoAnn Smith 
of Taylor; and Bernadine Hornby of 
Vernon Electric Cooperative.
 The BLC identifies completion 
of advanced issue and skill-based 
courses for directors. 

Co-op law revisions heard 


