
September 6, 2019

Disaster declaration clears way for storm assistance
 Electric cooperatives facing high 
expenditures for system repair and 
reconstruction in the wake of damag-
ing midsummer weather may be able 
to recover as much as 87 percent of 
those costs under a federal disaster 
declaration issued last week.
 The Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency (FEMA) announced the 
Trump Administration’s approval of 
disaster assistance funding for Wis-
consin, to supplement state, tribal, 
and local recovery efforts in the wide-
spread areas affected by severe storms, 
tornadoes, straight-line winds, and 
flooding during the chaotic and de-
structive weather that occurred over 
the three days spanning July 18–20.
 FEMA confirmed that funding will 
be made available on a cost-sharing ba-
sis for emergency work and the repair 
or replacement of damaged facilities in 
Barron, Clark, Forest, La Crosse, Lan-
glade, Menominee, Monroe, Oconto, 
Oneida, Outagamie, Polk, Portage, 
Rusk, Shawano, Vernon, Waupaca, 
and Wood counties, along with the St. 
Croix Chippewa Indians and Menomi-
nee Indian Tribe of Wisconsin.

 Under the cost-sharing arrange-
ment, the federal government is to 
cover 75 percent of the cost of eligible 
recovery activities. The remaining 25 
percent is to be covered at the state 
level, with half (12.5 percent) paid by 
Wisconsin Emergency Management 
and the local co-op responsible for the 
remaining 12.5 percent.

 Federal funding is also available 
on a cost-sharing basis for hazard 
mitigation measures throughout the 
state, including tribal lands.
 According to the FEMA announce-
ment, additional designations may be 
made at an unspecified future date if 
warranted by the results of further 
damage assessments.
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Co-ops urge action on tax fix
 The National Rural Electric Cooperative Association this week called 
on local co-op leaders to contact their U.S. senators and representatives in 
support of the RURAL Act, corrective legislation to fix an unintended conse-
quence of the 2017 tax cut bill.
 Under the tax bill, government grants to cooperatives—including federal 
disaster relief funds—would count against the 15 percent limit for non-
member income. If the corrective bill doesn’t pass by year’s end, many co-
ops would lose their tax-exempt status for calendar year 2019. 
 The RURAL Act was introduced with bipartisan sponsorship in both 
houses in April, but has not received committee action in either house. As of 
press time for this week’s Condenser, Wisconsin Representatives Duffy, Gal-
lagher, Kind, and Pocan were listed as House co-authors. Neither of Wiscon-
sin’s two senators was listed as a co-sponsor.

Rude planning 
retirement
 Brian Rude, Dairyland Power 
Cooperative’s vice president for 
external relations, said this week 
he will retire next summer.
 A familiar face at WECA and 
local co-op gatherings, Rude re-
signed what for him was considered 
a safe Wisconsin State Senate 
seat to join Dairyland as director of 
external relations in May 2000.
 In a 17-year legislative career, 
Rude represented southwest Wis-
consin’s co-op country and served 
three separate stints as Senate 
president.

Violation disclosure prompts security concerns
 The electric grid’s federal over-
seers say they want to publicly iden-
tify companies whose cybersecurity 
failings put utility systems—and po-
tentially all of society—in jeopardy, 
but industry groups contend the dis-
closures could expose vulnerabilities 
and make matters worse.
 Last Tuesday, the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission (FERC) and 
the North American Electric Reli-
ability Corporation (NERC) jointly 
released a paper describing proposed 
changes to policies affecting notices 
of penalty (NOPs) when participants 
in the nation’s bulk power system are 
sanctioned for violating the govern-
ment’s critical infrastructure cyberse-
curity standards.
  The names of violators being 
penalized are not announced under 
current policy. But under the proposed 
changes, future NOPs would be issued 

in a two-part format, with one part 
publicly available and the second 
part held in confidence. The public 
portion of the NOP would identify 
the company in violation, the viola-
tions themselves, and the penalty. The 
nonpublic portion would describe 
violations in greater detail and the 
remedies applied, and highlight areas 
of possible future concern.
 According to the agencies, hand-
ling of the nonpublic section of the 
notices is intended to protect the secu-
rity of sensitive information. However, 
industry groups are on record saying 
they fear the opposite will happen.
  In a joint filing with FERC in 
March, the American Public Power 
Association, Edison Electric Institute, 
and National Rural Electric Coopera-
tive Association noted a Justice De-
partment warning of “the grave risk 



Analysis
Gavel breaks hockey stick
 Second only to getting our facts 
straight, a top Condenser priority is to 
present information we think you’re 
unlikely to see elsewhere. What hap-
pened in a Canadian courtroom a week 
ago last Friday fits that description, 
and might be the final chapter of a 
saga running some two decades. It’s 
virtually guaranteed not to be reported 
by U.S. newspapers or broadcasting 
networks for the plain reason that it 
raises inescapable questions about a 
narrative they’ve placed at the core of 
their own credibility.
 In 2001, the United Nations In-
tergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change (IPCC) published the third 
of its periodic reports on the state 
of Earth’s climate. It prominently 
featured a graph that became known 
as “the hockey stick” because it pur-
ported to show global temperatures 
plodding along at about a half-degree 
below the 1961–1990 average from 
the year 1000 until the 20th century, 
and then suddenly shooting almost 
straight up. The image suggests a long, 
flat handle angling sharply into a short 
blade: a hockey stick. 
 First published in 1998 by the 

Job market

Prepared weekly and distributed since 
1956 to provide timely information on 
matters pertaining to Wisconsin’s non-
profit, consumer-owned rural electric    
cooperatives. 
Wisconsin Electric
Cooperative Association
222 W. Washington Ave., Suite 680
Madison, WI 53703
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Executive Assistant/Human Resourc-
es/Office Supervisor—Jump River 
Electric Cooperative (JREC), Ladysmith, 
Wisconsin, has immediate opening for 
executive assistant/human resource/
office supervisor position. Will perform 
confidential duties and provide adminis-
trative support services to general man-
ager/CEO, executive staff, and board 
of directors. High school graduate with 
bachelor’s degree preferred, or associ-
ate degree in human resources, office 
management, business administration 
or related field. Minimum five years’ 

posed by malicious actors targeting 
the U.S. electric sector, including the 
Commission itself, for access to sensi-
tive information.”    
 The groups said connecting a 
named entity with information about 
past violations provides information 
attackers can use in “phishing” attacks 
aimed at obtaining credentials that al-
low system access.
 The agencies said last week 
they’ve received huge numbers of 
Freedom of Information Act requests 
for nonpublic information contained 
in their penalty notices.  

progressively responsible experience 
in administrative services with focus on 
human resources, office management. 
Must have excellent written and verbal 
skills and ability to work well with people. 
JREC offers a health and benefit pack-
age and is committed to serving its mem-
bers and being part of the community. 
Submit resumé and cooperative applica-
tion to Jump River Electric Cooperative, 
Inc., Att.:  Jim Anderson, P.O. Box 99, 
Ladysmith, WI  54848. Applications can 
be found online at www.jrec.com and will 
be accepted until position is filled. 

Concerns

Journal Nature, the hockey stick was 
instantly controversial. Well-recog-
nized historic climate changes—the 
Mediaeval Warm Period and Little Ice 
Age—had simply vanished.
 But the graph remained a global 
warming icon until 2009, when some-
one still unknown dumped onto the 
Internet a huge archive of U.S. and 
British climate scientists’ email cor-
respondence. It revealed embarrassing 
chatter about intimidating editors of 
scientific journals and getting them 
fired if they published research chal-
lenging global warming orthodoxy. 
 Notorious among these thousands 
of emails was one from a British scien-
tist saying, “I’ve just completed Mike’s 
Nature trick of adding in the real temps 
to each series for the last 20 years (i.e. 
from 1981 onwards) and from 1961 for 
Keith’s to hide the decline.”
 “Mike” is hockey-stick lead author 
Michael Mann of Penn State Univer-
sity. “Keith” is the late Keith Briffa of 
Britain’s Climate Research Unit at the 
University of East Anglia (UEA). The 
“series” are the data used in recon-
structing past temperatures based on 
pre-thermometer proxy evidence from 
tree rings and lake sediments.
 Most global warming skeptics ea-
gerly misinterpreted “the real temps” 
and “hide the decline” to mean Mann 
and the UEA group had manipulated 
data to conceal a global cooling trend. 
They didn’t do that. But what really 
happened was equally troubling.
 The “decline” being hidden was 
a false signal of falling temperatures 
in the researchers’ tree-ring samples 
from a 20th century period when 

thermometer records showed tempera-
tures were rising. The “Nature trick” 
involved splicing thermometer data 
with the latter 20th century proxy data 
to (accurately) reflect rising tempera-
tures but (dare we say “trickily?”) hide 
the failure of tree rings to capture this 
trend—a defect that, if exposed, could 
discredit the basis for claims, a la the 
hockey stick, of low, flat temperatures 
spanning most of the past millennium. 
 In a 2011 interview, acid-tongued 
Canadian Climatologist Tim Ball re-
marked that because of what he con-
sidered fraudulent use of data, Michael 
Mann belonged “in the state pen, not 
Penn State.” Mann quickly sued for 
libel and the case dragged on for more 
than eight years until just two weeks 
ago, when the trial court in Vancouver, 
British Columbia, dismissed Mann’s 
suit with prejudice and said it would 
award Ball court costs. 
 The apparent reason is that Mann 
has refused from the beginning to allow 
other researchers access to the data and 
methodology he used in creating the 
hockey stick. Most such data requests 
haven’t come before a judge, but Ball’s 
attorneys maintained that an open 
review of Mann’s data would confirm 
improper manipulation and over the 
years, the court has repeatedly ordered 
Mann to make the information avail-
able. Finally, the court set a deadline 
for production of the data and Mann 
did not comply; thus the dismissal. 
 Mann could appeal but given his 
curious, longstanding resistance to 
sharing the data on which his “hockey 
stick” is based, he might prefer to stay 
out of court.  


